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The Eclectic Visual Culture of
Medieval Moldavia

Alice Isabella Sullivan, Tufts University

Medieval Moldavia — which was located within present-day
northeastern Romania and the Republic of Moldova — developed a
bold and eclectic visual culture beginning in the 15th century.
Within this networked Carpathian Mountain region, art and
architecture reflect the creativity and diversity of the cultural
landscapes of Eastern Europe.

Moldavian objects and monuments — ranging from fortified
monasteries and churches enveloped in fresco cycles to silk
embroideries, delicately carved woodwork and metalwork, as well
as manuscripts gifted to Mount Athos and other Christian centers
—negotiate the complex issues of patronage and community in the
region. The works attest to processes of cultural contact and
translation, revealing how Western medieval, Byzantine, and
Slavic traditions were mediated in Moldavian contexts in the post-
Byzantine period.

Readership

Medievalists, Byzantinists, and early modern researchers
interested in the history, art, and culture of Eastern Europe,
cultural interactions between the Latin, Greek, and Slavic
traditions, as well as Eastern Christian art, architecture, and visual
culture in the post-Byzantine period.

Alice Isabella Sullivan, Ph.D. (University of Michigan, 2017) is
Assistant Professor of Medieval Art and Architecture and Director
of Graduate Studies at Tufts University, specializing in the artistic
production of Eastern Europe and the Byzantine-Slavic cultural
spheres. She is the co-founder of North of Byzantium, Mapping
Eastern Europe, and the Sinai Digital Archive project.
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