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This session considers illustrations of medieval secular and/or religious rituals in any media and from 
any region or religious group. The goal is to understand the function and agency of representations, 
starting from the opposite poles of model or model for, as Clifford Geertz interpreted ritual. Some images 
may be evidence of “wie es eigentlich gewesen,” as von Ranke put it, and the reality of medieval 
performances; others may be aspirational, describing ideal rituals overlayed with the ideological and 
political. How can we discern the function of medieval illustrations? Are illustrations faithful to textual 
sources, and if not, why? To whom are these images addressed? Who sees them, when, and how? In sum, 
why illustrate medieval rituals? Papers may address representations of rituals from any corner of the 
medieval world, from all parts of Europe, the Mediterranean, and beyond, and from any religion, 
including Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and others. 
 
Please submit a title, abstract (max. 500 words), and a brief 2-page CV by August 31, 2023 to: 
robert[dot]nelson[at]yale[dot]edu and alice[dot]sullivan[at]tufts[dot]edu. 
Please indicate “CAA proposal” in the subject line. 


