Minutes of the ASEC Annual Meeting, 17 November 2012

The ASEC annual meeting was opened at 3:30 PM on 17 November 2012 at the New Orleans Marriott Hotel by President Jenn Spock.  She introduced the current executive board members: Vice President/President Elect, Valeria Nollan; Treasurer Lucien Frary; Secretary Page Herrlinger; and (in absentia) Newsletter Editor John-Paul Himka.
Distinguished Scholar Prize
Jenn  Spock announced that ASEC’s Distinguished Scholar Award for 2012 has been given to Gary M. Hamburg for his article, “Religious Toleration in Russian Thought (1520-1825)”  Kritika, vol 13, no. 3 (Summer 2012):515-59.
In his magisterial article, Gary M. Hamburg traces the evolution of Russian ideas about toleration from the early 16th century to the Decembrist Revolt. He connects this evolution in ideas to a broad spectrum of Western historiography. Building a broadly comparative framework, he raises questions about our understanding of toleration in Muscovy and Imperial Russia. Significantly, he points out that tolerance in both Eastern and Western European literature is chiefly a policy for collectives and not a matter of individual rights.  Hamburg forces us to rethink the nature of the “Enlightenment project” in Russia.
In addition, the prize committee awarded Honorable Mention to Robert Greene, for his article Bodies in Motion: Steam-Powered Pilgrimages in Late Imperial Russia,” Russian History 39 (2012): 247-68.
Robert H. Greene’s outstanding article explores a centrally important ritual in Eastern Christian life: pilgrimage in the context of the Russian Empire between the revolutions of 1905 and 1917. He investigates the impact of technology, specifically, railroads, on the deregulation of travel and its resulting transformation of pilgrimage from an individual or small group experience to a mass phenomenon.  His article reveals the persistence and the multivalence of religious experience, enhanced, not destroyed, by the challenges of new technology.
The ASEC prize committee welcomes nominations and self-nominations for an outstanding English-language article-length publication relating to a society or societies that are influenced by Eastern Christian culture, although the article need not be on religion specifically.  Articles published between September 1 2011 and August 31, 2013 are eligible for consideration. The next deadline for nominations is September 1, 2013.
Election of Officers
Jenn Spock reported that Eugene Clay had been nominated to serve as secretary for a three-year term.  The floor was opened for additional nominations, but none was forthcoming.  Eugene Clay was elected unanimously, replacing Page Herrlinger, who was thanked for her service.
Jenn Spock pointed out that it would be difficult to change treasurers before the ASEC biennial conference takes place in March, 2013.  In the interest of a smooth transition, Chris Stroop moved that Lucien Frary, who has served as treasurer for six years, continue in that position until the conclusion of the upcoming ASEC biennial conference at Georgetown U. on 8-9 March 2013.  Heather Bailey seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Jenn Spock announced that Roland Clark had been nominated to serve a three-year term as treasurer.  The floor was opened for additional nominations, but none was forthcoming.  Roland Clark was elected unanimously as treasurer, to begin his term in March, 2013.

Jenn Spock announced that Scott Kenworthy had been nominated to serve for three years as vice-president/president-elect and an additional three-year term as president.  No additional nominations were offered from the floor, and Scott Kenworthy was unanimously elected.
Changing of the Guard

Jenn  Spock thanked Valeria Nollan for her service as vice-president and welcomed her as the new president of ASEC.  Valeria Nollan took the floor and led the assembly in a standing ovation in recognition of Jenn Spock’s extraordinary work as president.
Valeria Nollan thanked the outgoing officers and announced that they will serve on the association’s advisory board for three years.  She also announced that the newsletter editor will be appointed.  Valeria suggested that we print our prize announcements on an earlier timetable so that others can be informed about it.
Treasurer’s Report
Lucien Frary gave the treasurer’s report.  He announced that he had consolidated two bank accounts, respectively, in Kentucky and New Jersey.  ASEC has a balance of $6420.82.  Expenses for the March conference will be approximately $3000.  We are doing well, but we could be better at paying dues.  Currently, we have 60 to 70 active dues-paying members.  Our only recent disbursement was for the Distinguished Scholar Award.
Report on Upcoming Biennial Conference in March
David Goldfrank provided an update on plans for the conference.  The planning committee includes Carol Dockham, Eve Levin, Jenn;Spock, and Valeria Nollan.  Contributors and possible contributors to the conference include Georgetown (which has pledged about $1250), Hilandar Library ($1000), the Ukrainian Institute (which may give $500, thanks to the efforts of John-Paul Himka), and the Department of History of Eastern Kentucky University (thanks to Jenn Spock’s efforts).  ASEC can expect to spend $2500-$3000 of its own funds for the conference.
As a requirement for reserving the lounge, Georgetown University needs to know who the keynote speaker will be.  Suggestions for the speaker were discussed and noted by the planning committee.
David Goldfrank suggested that the conference could include a tour of the nearby library and research institute of Dumbarton Oaks, which is well known for its collections in Byzantine studies, on Saturday.  He also inquired whether there would be any interest in a Vespers service.  Georgetown’s Orthodox chaplain is aware of the upcoming conference and would like to publicize it in his community.

ASEC Publications

Jenn Spock, series editor, announced that the Tapestry volume is at the final copy-editing stage.  This volume will come out in 2013 with Ohio Slavic Papers and is based on workshops held at Harvard and Yale.  Don Ostrowski and Nicholas Lupinin are the two editors.
Thanks to Russell Martin, the proceedings of the Third ASEC Biennial Conference, Centers and Peripheries: Interaction and Exchange in Eastern Christianity, will appear in two issues of Russian History in 2013: no. 1 (Feb) and 2 (April) of volume 40 (2013).  Eugene Clay, Barbara Skinner, and Russ Martin are editors. 

David Goldfrank expressed his intention to publish the proceedings of the forthcoming Fifth ASEC biennial conference to be held at Georgetown Univ. in March, 2013.  Valeria Nollan suggested that ASEC create a publications committee. 
Distinguished Scholar Prize Committee 2013

Jenn: Spock nominated Christopher Johnson to serve on the prize committee.  Lucien Frary seconded, and he was unanimously elected.  Jenn also reported that Theo Stavrou had agreed to serve on the prize committee.  Scott Kenworthy will chair the committee.  

Name of ASEC

Valeria Nollan suggested that the membership of ASEC consider changing the current name of the organization (Association for the Study of Eastern Christian History and Culture).  The current name privileges history; with a different name, we might be better able to attract scholars in other disciplines who study Eastern Christian cultures.  
Jenn Spock pointed out that our upcoming reincorporation in a new state offers us an ideal time to change our name, if we wish to do so.  Valeria Nollan suggested Association for the Study of Eastern Christian Cultures [ASECC].  Russ Martin offered the suggestion: Association for Eastern Christian Studies.  David Goldfrank suggested the Association for the Study of Eastern Christianity (ASEC).  Valeria Nollan proposed that we continue this discussion by e-mail, and there was general agreement to do so.
Announcements:

Chris Stroop announced a call for papers for a conference entitled “Varieties of Russian Modernity” to be held in June 2013 at the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration.  The deadline is 1 Dec. 2012.
The Sixth International Hilandar Conference will be held at Ohio State University 19-21 July 2013.  
The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

J. Eugene Clay, ASEC secretary
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